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W E ’ R E  H E R E  TO  H E L P  YO U !  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N ,  V I S I T  U S  AT  N O R T H TO W N S H I P T R U S T E E .C O M . 

Happy Autumn! What happened to summer?

We had record crowds. The volleyball pits were 
heavily used as was the splash pad and our new 
outdoor fitness area. Dry weather made for 
great golfing. The new dog park has also been 
a smashing success. It is gratifying to our park 
staff when they see their efforts enjoyed by so 
many. You’re the reason they do what they do. 

We bid a sad farewell to Peter Auksel, a former 
North Township Advisory Board member, who 
passed far too soon. Pete had grown up near 
Wicker Memorial Park and followed in the 
footsteps of his father in serving on the board. 

Within the township we are busy building 
partnerships with more agencies and businesses. 
We are launching a trio of initiatives this fall 
that will help individuals who are living with 
chronic illnesses as well as tackling hard issues, 
like childhood poverty and sexual abuse. 

Stay tuned in to the township – through this 
newsletter as well as our new web site – www.
northtownshiptrustee.com. There is much 
work to be done. I can’t wait to get started.

LETTER FROM THE NORTH TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

“Township continues to invest in Wicker Park  
and new partnerships benefitting residents”

FRANK J. MRVAN 
North Township Trustee

POKEMON MEET-UP! 

 The world has been captivated by the interactive 
Pokemon Go game and Northwest Indiana is no 
exception. Things got dicey at Wicker Park when 
golfers happened upon throngs of players, who had 
wandered onto the fairways. The game involves 
a search for objects using a mobile phone’s GPS 
and clock that work in tandem to create creatures 
available for the virtual capture at a real location. 

“As soon as this craze started, the park was 
inundated with as many as 400 people a night,” 
Trustee Frank Mrvan said. “All was good until they 
ended up on the greens where it became unsafe.”

A quickly hatched get together drew about 200 
fans. Along with the fun, the park staff laid out the 
Pokemon-Go free zones. 

HOSPICE PARTNERSHIP HELPS FILL GAPS IN CARE

North Township is partnering with Hospice 
of the Calumet Region to fill gaps in care for 
individuals with serious medical issues. 

“Our role is helping people access resources 
that assist in their day-to-day life,”  Transitions 
Coordinator Laurie Yothment said. “North 
Township is a great asset to this program.”

Township case managers are enrolling quali-
fied individuals and identifying programs and 
services to enhance quality of life. 

While Yothment helps those who are seriously 
ill navigate the medical system, the township 
will provide necessities, such as food, transpor-
tation, utilities and prescription assistance. 

“We want to help our residents live in their 
home for as long as they can,” Township 
Trustee Frank Mrvan said. “This is our way of 
helping those who fall through the cracks.” s

NEWS TIP? STORY IDEA?
Send your suggestions to: 
northtownship@theideafactory.us.com
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TRANSITIONS PROGRAM
The Transitions support team knows how 
overwhelming it can be managing a chronic illness.

The agency within Hospice of the Calumet Area 
was created 17 years ago to provide relief through 
companionship, assistance and referrals to 
community resources. Funded through community 
donations, the no-cost service provides help:

• Locating community resources to assist at home

• Making decisions about options for care

• Coping with life-limiting illnesses

• Transition volunteers provide:

• Companionship visits

• Respite breaks for caregivers

• Assistance with errands and meal preparation

INFO:  For more information about the Transitions 
program, call Laurie Yothment at (219) 922-2732. 
For township assistance, please call the trustee’s 
Hammond office at (219) 932-2530.

BEWARE OF SCAMS 
TARGETING NORTH 
TOWNSHIP SENIORS

WICKER PARK CONTINUES TO SHINE

LEARN MORE INSIDE

For more information on Mrvan 
Cares, including Narcan Training, 
Autism Awareness and 13 Reasons 
Why Not, please see Page 5.

THIS SPRING ...

Work will resume on the 
Fallen Heroes Memorial 
while construction begins 
on a reflection wall on the 
western side of the park.

The Fallen Heroes Memorial 
is dedicated to North 
Township’s First Responders 
who died in the line of duty 
(see page 2 for details) 
while the reflection area is 
dedicated to survivors of 
childhood sexual abuse.

WICKER MEMORIAL PARK

Whether it’s golf, outdoor fitness 
equipment, the splash pad or 
attractions like an expanded food 
truck festival and new acts for the 
summer concert series, Wicker 
Memorial Park never stands still.

North Township Trustee Frank J. Mrvan 
said the venues bring in approximately 
$1 million per year, dollars spent 
maintaining and upgrading the park to 
reduce reliance on property taxes.

“The staff and I work hard to bring 
programs and amenities to the park. 
Our reward is seeing how many people 
visit this landmark every day of the 
year,” Mrvan said. “It has become a 
destination for those who want to get 
fit, enjoy music, play golf or just enjoy 
time spent with nature.”

Whether it’s someone claiming to be 
a grandchild or a robocall claiming 
your social security number has been 
compromised, scams against seniors 
are alive and well.
In 2018, criminal cases were filed 
against more than 260 defendants 
who victimized more than 2 million 
Americans, most of them elderly. 
Losses exceeded $700 million.
“We take the safety of our seniors 
seriously,” North Township Frank 
J. Mrvan said. “We have a section 
on our website reserved just for that 
purpose with helpful information 
and phone numbers for assistance.”  
Here’s what you can do now:

•	 Shred credit card receipts
•	 Sign up for the Do Not Call list at 

donotcall.gov or (888) 382-1222
•	 Direct deposit your benefit checks
•	 Never give credit card, banking, 

Social Security, Medicare or other 
personal information over the 
phone unless you initiated the call

Visit northtownshiptrustee.com 
for additional resources or call our 
Senior Service Hotline for assistance 
at (219) 306-1344.

With an 18-hole golf course, 3 miles of trails, a dog park, playground, picnic areas,  
banquet facilities and Splash Pad, Wicker Memorial Park has something for everyone!
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LETTER FROM THE NORTH TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

FRANK J. MRVAN 
North Township Trustee

“Thank you to the businesses, first responders, 
residents who make this memorial possible”

It’s only four months into our campaign and 
I want to thank the generous sponsors who 
are helping us raise $200,000 for a permanent 
memorial for North Township police officers, 
firefighters and emergency medical services 
personnel who have died in the line of duty.

From our local businesses and first responders 
who have generously donated and to the more 
than 100 individuals who purchased memorial 
bricks that are dedicated to family and friends, 
we are grateful for this project to be the  bene-
ficiary of such good will.

We are looking to finish the memorial in time 
for a Sept. 12 dedication and are appealing to 
those who have not yet donated to dig a little 
deeper to help us meet our goal.

A special thank you to our 
top sponsors who make this 
memorial possible:

$5,000: BP, Belgard, Indiana 
Professional Firefighters East 
Chicago Local 365, Meijer, 
Peoples Bank and Schepel 
Buick GMC

$2,500: Centier, Crowel 
Companies Insurance 
Professionals and United 
Steelworkers Local 1010

INFO: NTTfallenheroes.org 
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MEMORIAL BRICKS

Our 4”x 8” engraved 
bricks are a perfect tribute 
to your loved ones.

Commemorate the 
graduation of a favorite 
niece, the birth of a new 
child or a marriage that 
has lasted a lifetime.

QUESTIONS? Call the park 
office at (219) 838-3420.

YES! I want a 4”x 8” engraved brick for $50.q
YES! Add an additional “keepsake” brick for $25.q

Please engrave my brick as follows:

3 lines | 16 characters each (includes spaces and punctuation)

Please make contributions payable and mail to: Wicker Park 
Memorial Fund, 8554 Indianapolis Blvd., Highland, IN 46322

The North Township Fallen Heroes Memorial will feature a bounty of green space   
surrounding flowering bushes, gentle pathways and ample seating.

COMING SEPTEMBER 2020

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!



Visit our website to reserve tee times,  
download applications and registration forms, 

check out the latest events, and so much  
more at WickerMemorialPark.com. 

There are wonders in every season at Wicker Memorial Park, 
but there is something extraordinary about springtime. 
Join us for a walk, a bike ride or a round of golf this season 
in one of the most beautiful parks in the township.

_ SPRING GOLF 
Our 18-hole, par-72 course offers tree-lined fairways, a practice 
green and driving range. Spring rates start at $37 to ride 18 holes 
on the weekend or $27 for nine holes. Senior discounts and evening 
twilight rates available. Call the Pro Shop at (219) 838-9809 to 
learn more about our memberships or schedule your tee time 
online at wickermemorialpark.com. 

_ BANQUET & FACILITIES
Looking for a place to host your wedding, retirement bash or meeting?  
Call (219) 923-3830 to make an appointment to view our facilities.  
For rental fees and catering menus, visit diningsolutionswickerpark.com.  
 

_ FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit WickerMemorialPark.com to check out the latest events,  
download forms, applications, maps and so much more!

_ DOG PARK
Our dog park features pet fountains, benches for 
leash holders and plenty of space to run around. 
The annual fee is $25 for township residents, $60 
for out-of-township and $100 out-of-state. Register 
your dog at the Wicker Memorial Park picnic office.  
 

_ OUTDOOR FITNESS
Take your workout to our outdoor fitness area. 
Open year-round, the handicapped-accessible 
exercise equipment includes an elliptical machine, 
leg press, rower bike, vertical press and pendulum. 
 

_ WALKING & BIKING
The 2.5-mile trail along the perimeter of the park 
and the half-mile inner trail is perfect for walking, 
running, biking – or even roller skates! All our trails 
are paved and open from dawn to dusk. 



Oak Hill Cemetery will honor more than 500 veterans with 
a flag-raising ceremony Memorial Day weekend. 

 “Putting flags at the graves of these brave men and 
women is an honor,” Cemetery Manager Patricia Wolfe 
said. “Local scouts have volunteered and we hope to see 
many from the community, too.”  

Oak Hill also has an Adopt-A-Vet program. ”We have 
a number of veterans laid to rest here,” Wolfe said. 
“Unfortunately, many have no living relatives to care for 
their final resting place.”  Anyone can adopt a veteran’s 
grave for $25 a year.  “The funds go to maintaining the 
grounds, so the brave men and women who fought for our 
country have the beautiful memorial they deserve.” 

WHEN: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. May 23 

WHERE: Oak Hill Cemetery, 6445 Hohman, Hammond 

INFO: Call Oak Hill Cemetery Manager Patricia Wolfe  
at (219) 932-0206 or email wolfep@ntto.net. 

Check out the coolest classic cars and trucks during our 
monthly summer cruise nights from 5 to 8 p.m. at Wicker 
Memorial Park. Our DJ will be spinning some tunes and 
food will be available for purchase. Bring a blanket or lawn 
chair for comfortable seating and enjoy the evening. 

WHEN: 4-8 p.m. May 27, June 24, July 22,  
August 26, September 23, October 28

WHERE: Wicker Park  
	   Social Center 

MOTHER’S DAY DANCE
Join us as we celebrate Mother’s 
Day with a special luncheon and 
dancing. Enjoy tossed salad, pot 
roast, mashed potatoes, vegetable 
medley, homemade bread, peach 
cobbler, ice tea and coffee. 

WHEN: 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. May 7  
WHERE: Wicker Park Social Center 
FEE: $20 includes a delightful 
luncheon, gifts and entertainment.  
RESERVATIONS: Call Kelly Bridges 
at (219) 313-3934. 

SENIOR LUNCHEONS
Enjoy great food, entertainment, 
guest speakers and door prizes for 
only $5 at the monthly luncheon 
at Wicker Park Social Center in 
Highland. Doors open at 11 a.m. 
Lunch begins at noon. 

RESERVATIONS: Call the township 
at (219) 932-2530, ext. 2.

SENIOR ACTIVITIES

EASTER HAM BINGO
Grab a friend and head to Wicker 
Park for an afternoon of fun. 
Winners receive a gift card for a 
ham. Township residents only. 

WHEN: noon-2 p.m. April 2. Doors 
open at noon. Sign in at the door. 
Deadline to register is March 27. 
WHERE: Wicker Park Social Center 
INFO: Call (219) 313-3934.

FOUR WINDS CASINO
Roll the dice and let Lady Luck 
guide you to fame, fortune or at 
least a rollicking good time on this 
trip to New Buffalo, Michigan. 

WHEN: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 25, 
April 21 and May 19  
WHERE: Four Winds Casino 
FEE: $30 per person includes 
round-trip transportation to/from 
Wicker Park. Upon arrival at the 
casino, you’ll receive a $15 slot 
credit and a $10 food credit.  
RESERVATIONS: Call Kelly Bridges 
at (219) 313-3934. 

a

a

a

VETERANS FLAG CEREMONY

CRUISE NIGHTS 

Tickets sales for our Summer Concert Series begin April 1.  
Reserved tables sell out quickly, so visit eventbrite.com in 
April to reserve your concert seats before they’re gone!

SUMMER CONCERTS



C O N N E C T I O N S   •   A D V O C A C Y   •   R E S O U R C E S   •   E D U C A T I O N   •   S E R V I C E S

> >  N O  M O R E  S EC R E T S 

COURAGE, HARD WORK & BRAVERY
A special nook is being created at Wicker 
Memorial Park in recognition of those who 
have overcome traumas such as child sexual 
abuse and domestic violence.

The area of reflection with an Overcomers 
Wall, greenery and benches will be con-
structed this summer at the park.

“An awards ceremony will commemorate 
the hard work and bravery of those who 
survived unspeakable horrors, including the 
73 students from North Township schools 
who came forward as part of the No More 
Secrets campaign,” North Township Trustee 
Frank J. Mrvan said. “Their courage led to 
new laws and groundbreaking work in Indi-
ana to identify and offer a lifeline to school 
children abused in the home.”

LUNCHEON
Friday, April 3

The Overcomers Awards 
Luncheon will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Wicker Memorial Park 
Social Center. 

There is no cost to at-
tend the event, but res-
ervations are required.

Register: eventbrite.com

Questions? Please call 
Asst. Community De-
velopment Coordinator 
Tavell Grant at (219) 
932-2530, ext. 338.

> >  AU T I S M

RELAY4AUTISM  
Save the date for this year’s Re-
lay4Autism – an event that brings 
families together for a day of fun 
and fellowship, fostering aware-
ness and growth of North Town-
ship’s autism safety initiative.

Sign up for our Autism Bracelet 
Program, peruse the resource fair, 
enjoy the sensory calming area or 
cool off at our Splash Pad. 

The event also features emergen-
cy vehicles, music, games, food 
trucks, face painting and more!

When: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 20

Where: Wicker Memorial Park

Information: To register your team 
or become a sponsor/vendor,  
please call Asst. Community Devel-
opment Coordinator Tavell Grant at 
(219) 932-2530, ext. 338. 

> >  O P I O I D S

DRUG TAKE BACK
Residents are invited to turn in 
expired and unwanted medications 
at Wicker Park as part of the 2020 
National Drug Take Back Day. 

All medications – whether they are 
prescription or over-the-counter 
– are welcome. Drug Enforcement 
Officials will also dispose of vaping 
cartridges and devices with the 
lithium ion batteries removed.

When: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. April 25

Where: Wicker Memorial Park

Information: Call Asst. Community 
Development Coordinator Tavell 
Grant at (219) 932-2530, ext. 338. 

> >  1 3  R E A S O N S  W H Y  N OT

Reaching our youth: Our annual 13 Reasons Why Not summit educates 
hundreds of teens about the special needs, vulnerabilities, risks and mental 
health issues that they, or their peers, may encounter. “For many students, 
this is their first opportunity to use their voice to engage with school offi-
cials,” North Township Asst. Community Development Coordinator Tavell 
Grant said. “Peer-to-peer collaboration also encourages discussion of sensi-
tive topics such as bullying, suicide, sexual assault and substance abuse.”

MRVAN CARES
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14TH ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT
North Township children – ages 1 through 10 – are invited to 

hunt for eggs at Wicker Park. DJ music and a visit from the 
Easter Bunny are all part of the fun. Admission is free.  

Supplies are limited. First come. First served.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
PLEASE CALL ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR  
KELLY BRIDGES (219) 313-3934.

10:30 AM 		    APRIL 4
WICKER PARK PAVILION • HIGHLAND

UNTIL THE LAST  
EGG IS FOUND 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX VS. 
5-11 PM TUESDAY

JULY 7
CHICAGO CUBS

C OAC H  B U S  D E PA RT S  
F R O M  W I C K E R  PA R K  AT  5  P M T I C K E T S  S E L L  O U T  FA ST !

G E T  YO U R S  N OW  AT 
E V E N T B R I T E .C O MQ U E ST I O N S ?  C A L L  ( 2 1 9 )  3 1 3 - 3 9 3 4

G UA R A N T E E D  R AT E  F I E L D

$105  
INCLUDES  
GAME TICKET + 
ROUNDTRIP
COACH BUS

120
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